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THE MAGICAL CONTROL OF THE WEATHER   CHAP,

of neighbouring tribes, through the influence of the Mura^
muras.   The way in which they set about drawing rain from
the clouds is this.   A hole is dug about twelve feet long and
eight or ten broad, and over this hole a conical hut of logs
and branches is made.    Two wizards, supposed to have re-
ceived a special inspiration from the Mura-muras, are bled by
an old and influential rnan with a sharp flint ; and the blood,
drawn from their arms below the elbow, is made to flow on
the other men of the tribe, who sit huddled together in the
hut.   At the same time the two bleeding men throw handfuls
of down about, some of which adheres to the blood-stained
bodies of their comrades, while the rest floats in the air.
The blood is thought to represent the rain, and the down the
clouds.    During the ceremony two large stones are placed in
the middle of the hut ; they stand for gathering clouds and
presage rain.    Then the wizards who were bled carry away
the two stones for about ten or fifteen miles, and' place them
as high as they can in the tallest tree.    Meanwhile the other
men gather gypsum, pound it fine, and throw it into a water-
hole.    This the Mura-muras see, and at once they cause
clouds to appear in the sky.    Lastly, the men, young and
old, surround the hut, and, stooping down, butt at it with
their heads, like so many rams.    Thus they force their way
through it and reappear on the other side, repeating the
process till the hut is wrecked.    In doing this they are for-
bidden to use their hands or arms ; but when the heavy logs
alone remain, they are allowed to pull them out with their
hands.   " The piercing of the hut with their heads symbolises
the piercing of the clouds ; the fall of the hut, the fall of the
rain." l    Obviously, too, the act of placing high up in trees
the two stones, which stand for clouds, is a way of making
the real clouds to mount up in the sky.    The Dieri also
imagjne that the foreskins taken from lads at circumcision
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have a great power of producing rain.    Hence the Great
Council of the tribe always keeps a small stock of fore-

1 S. Gason, "The Dieyerie Tribe,"
Native Tribes of South Australia, pp.
376 sqq* ; A. W. Howitt, "The Dieri
and other Kindred Tribes of Central
Australia," Journal of the Anthrofo-
ligical Institute, xx. (1891) pp. 91 sqt ;

ut.9 Native Tribes of South -East
Australia, pp. 394-396. As to the
Mura-muras, see A. W. Howitt, Native
Tribes of South-East Australia, pp.
475 sqq., 779